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Quis novus bic attain fucceffit Sedibus bofpes 2 
Quem fefe ore ferens? Virci. 
BAS L THOUGH I proftefs myfelf a 
(Me zealous advocate for modern fathion, 
4-98, and have countenanced fome.of it’s ; 
ee) f Ses boldeft innovations, yet I cannot 
BS Pane ‘ 
, SOS AS) > 5 but recall my approbationy when I 
RSSAAVLF fee it making fome very irregular 
and sere fallies, in oppofition to true policy and 
pre ere of ftate. In teftimony ef the perfect quietifm 
I have hitherto obferved in this refpeét, I defy any one 
to conviét me of having uttered one fyllable in praife of 
the good roaft beef of ‘old England, fince the confpiracy aa 
fet on foot by the Creolian epicures totally to banifh it 
our ifland. On the other hand, itis well-known I have 
been lately prefent at a turtle feaft in perfon, and have 
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at this very hour feveral more engagemetits upon my 
hands. I have acquiefced likewife with great and fud- 
den revolutions in drefs, as well as_tatte : I have fub- 
mitted, in oppofition to the clamours of a numerous 
party, to difmantling the intrenchments of the hoop, on 
tacit promife from-‘my fair countrywomen (in com- 
pliance to the application of the young men) that they 
‘would leave the fmall‘of the leg at leaft as vifible as 
‘before. I have made no objection to their wearing the 
cardinal, though it be a habit of popith etymology, and 
‘was, 1 am afraid, firft invented to hide the flutithne(s 
of French. dithabille. . Nay, I have even connived at 
the importation of rauge, upon ferious conviction that a 
fine woman has an inconteftable right to be miftrefs of 
her own complexion; neither do I know that we have 
any pretence to fubject her.to the:neceility of telling us 
om the morrow, the late hours fhe was under engage- 
ment to keep the night before; a grievance, which, 
‘through the extreme delicacy of her natural complexion, 
‘could no otherwife be remedied. 

My abfolute compliance in fo many important in- 
ftances, will I hope fecure me from any imputation of 
prejudice againft the dominion of fathion, which I 
am at laft under the neceflity of oppofing, as it has 
introduced under it’s fanction, one of the moft danger- 
ous and impolitic cuftoms that was ever admitted in a 
commonwealth, which is the unnatural and unconfti- 
tutional practice of InocuLATION. The evil tendency 
of this practice I have fuch unanfwerable arguments to 
evince, as I doubt not will banifh it our ifland, and fend 
it back to the confines of Circaffia, from whence, one 


could hardly fufpe@, a lady of quality would have been 
fo wicked as to have imported it. 
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I must firft prémifé, which is not greatly'to it’s cre= 
dit, that it is of Turkifh extra¢tion ; ahd (to {peak as 4 
man) Y profefs I dréad'left it fhould be a mean$ of in- 
‘troducing, in thefe opera‘ days, fome more _—? prac- 
tices of the feraglio. 

Ir feems likewife, by the by, to ftrike at the: belief 
of abfolute predeftination ; for (as a zealous calvinift 
gravely remarked) is it not very prefumptuous for a 
young lady to attempt fecuring not above twenty {pots 
in her face, when perhaps it is ‘abfolutely decreed the 
fhall have two hundred, or none at all ? 

Bur to my firft argument. The world in general 
(for I pay no regard to what the author of the’ Perfian 
letters afferts to the contrary) is certainly much over- 
peopled ; and the proofs of it, in this metropolis, we 
cannot but vifibly remark, in the conftant labour of 
builders, mafons, &c. to fit up habitations for the in- 
creafing f{upernumeraries. ‘This inconvenience-had hi- 
therto been in a great meafure prevented, by the proper 
number of people who were daily removed by the fmall 
pox in the natural way; ove, at leaft, in feven dying, 
to the great eafe, and convenience of the furvivors : 
whereas, fince 1nocuLaTIon has prevailed, all hopes 
of thinning our people that way, are entirely at an end ; 
not above one in three hundred being taken off, to the 
great incumbrance of fociety. So that, unlefs we fhould 
fpeedily have a war upon the continent, we fhall be in 
danger of being eaten up with famine at home, through - 
the multiplicity of our people, whom we have taken 
this unnatural method of keeping alive. 

My fecond argument was fuggefted to me by a very 
worthy country gentleman of my acquaintance, whom I 
met this morning taking fome frefh air in the park. I 

accofted 
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-accofted. him .with the free -impertinence Of a friend a, 
the firft interview, _‘* What brought you to town, fir?” 
« My wife, fir (fays he, ina very melancholy tone) 
“ my wife, It had pleafed her, the firft four-years of our 
““ marriage, to live peaceably inthe country, and to em- 
* ploy herfelf in, fetting. out her table, vifiting her 
‘* neighbours, or attending her nurfery ; and if ever a 
“© with broke out after the diverfions of the town, it was 
<¢ eafily foothed down again, by my faying with accents 
“of tendernefs, my dear, we would certainly fee London 
« this fpring, but my laft letters.tell me, the fmall pox 
*¢ is very much there. But no fooner had the heard 
** the fatal fuccefs of 1nocuLATIoN, than fhe infifted 
“ on the trial of it; has fucceeded ; and having baffled 
«< my old valuable argument to keep her in the country, 
«¢ has hurried me to town, and is now moft induftri- 
“ oufly making up her four years lofs of time at the 
‘“‘ abbey, by entering with the moft courageous fpirit 
* into every party of pleafure fhe can poflibly partake 
Saf. . 


Tue inference I would make from my friend’s ftory, 


is, not that the nation is deprived hereby of a convenient 
bugbear to confine ladies to the country; an abufe, I 
would by no means countenance; but to fhew only to 
our fagacious politicians, who are fearching for more 
important reafons, that it is undoubtedly owing to the © 
increafe of INOCULATION, together with the number 
of convenient turnpikes, that fo many of our worthy 
country gentlemen have evacuated their hofpitable feats, 
and roll away with fafety and tranquility totown, to the 
great diminution of country neighbourhood, and the 
infufferable incumbrance of all public places in this 
metropolis. : 

ANOTHER 
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AnoTuer ill confequence of this practice I have re-. 
‘marked moré than once, in walking round the circle at . 
Ranelagh. Beauties are naturally difpofed to be alittle 
infolent:;; and a confcioufnefs of fuperior charms, where 
the poffeffion is confirmed to the party, is very apt to 
break out into little triumphant airs and fallies of haugh-. 
tinefs towards thofe of avowed inferiority in that refpec. 
Hence that air of defiance, fo vifible in the looks of our 
-fineft women, which in the laft age was foftened and’ 
corrected with fome fmall traits of meeknefs and timi- 
‘dity : while the unhappy group of plain women, who 
bear about them thofe honourable fears for which they 
ought to be revered, can fcarcely meet with a beauty 
who will drop them a curt’fy, or a beau who will lead 
them to their chariots. ! 
Neiruer do I think it for the advantage of a com- . 
monwealth to be overftocked with beauties. They are 
undoubtedly the moft fuitable furniture for public places; 
very proper objects to embeilith an aflembly room, and 
the prettieft points of view in the park : but it is believed 
by fome, that your plain women, whofe underftandings 
are not perverted by admiration, make the difcreeteft 
wives, and the beft mothers: fo that, to fecure a cone 
ftant fupply of fit and ugly women to act in thefe necef- 
fary capacities, this modern invention for the -preferva- 
tion ‘of “pretty faces, ought no doubt to be abolithed ; 
fince on a juft computation, ten fine women per annum 
(which we can never wantin England) will be fufficient 
to entertain the Jeau monde for a whole feafon, and 
compleatly furnifh all the public places every night, if 
properly difpofed. 
I nap fome thoughts of laying thefe arguments 
againft INOCULATION before the legiflature, in hopes 
that 
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‘that they would ftrengthen them with their authority, 
and give them the fanction of a law againft fo pernicious 
an invention: ‘but I was difcouraged by a friend, who 
convinced me, that however juft I might be in my opi- 
nion, ‘that our people were growing too numerous, and 
in the caufe to which 1 imputed it, the pernicious fuc- 
.cefs.of INOCULATION; yet it might beimpolitic to attempt 
reducing them at this critical feafon, when the legifla- 
ture may have occafion to difpofe of them fome other 
way. ‘He propofed to me, as the moft effectual means 
of fuppreffing this growing evil, that it fhould be re- 
commended to fome zealous and fafhionable preacher to 
denounce his anethema’s againft it, which would not 
fail to deter all ladies of quality from the practice of it. 
But I would rather propofe, that a golden medal fhould | 
be given by thecollege of phyficians to the ableft of the 
' profeffion, .who fhould publifh the compleateft treatife 
to prove (as undoubtedly might be proved) “ That 
«¢ whatever diftemper any perfon {hall die of at feventy 
“ years of age, mutt infallibly be owing to his having 
«« been INOCULATED at/even ;and that every perfon who 


«¢ has had the fmall pox by 1NocuLaTion, may have 
“* it afterwards ten times in the natural way.” 
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